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THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PA TENT. 
PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS CLOSED. 



THE ISSUE FEE MUST BE PAID WITHIN THREE MONTHS FROM THE MAILING DA TE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS 
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1 1. Review the SMALL ENTITY status shown above. 
^ If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as YES, verify your ? 
current SMALL ENTITY status: 

A. If the status is changed, pay twice the amount of the 
FEE DUE shown above and notify the Patent and 
Trademark Office of the change in status, or 

B. If the status is the same, pay the FEE DUE shown 
above. 



If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as NO: 



A. Pay FEE DUE shown above, or 



B. File verified statement of Small Entity Status before, or with, 
' payment of 1/2 the FEE DUE shown above. 

II. Part B-lssue Fee Transmittal should be completed and returned to the Patent and Trademark Office (PTO) with your 
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III. All communications regarding this application must give application number and batch number. 
Please direct all communications prior to issuance to Box ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary. 
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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with th corr spondence address- 
All claims biinrall owab rPROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not .ncluded 
hlSnr nrpviouslv mailed) a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOtS OFrLLSeTlT? is Nof rG^NT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subjectto v^thdrawal from issue at the mrtiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . 13 This communication is responsive to 8/16/00. 
2. M The allowed claim(s) is/are 5:20. 

3. 13 The drawings filed on ?8 Se ptember 1999 are accepted by the Examiner 
4. 13 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19{a)-(d) or (f). 
a) 13 All b)nSome* c)nNone of the: 

1. 13 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priorrty documents have been received in this national stage application from the 
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

* Certified copies not received; . 

I 5. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application). 
" (a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 
6. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

7 n A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 
INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

8. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draflsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1 ) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No. . 

(b) □ including changes required by the proposed drawing correction filed , which has been approved by the Examiner 

(c) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of Paper No. . 
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3C] Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 
513 Information Disclosure Statements (PTO-1449), Paper No. 9. 
lU Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 
of Biological Material 



2n Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

4n Interview Summary (PTO-413), Paper No. . 

6|3 Examiner's Amondmcnt/ Comment 

SD Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

9D Other 
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Notice of Allowability 



Part of Paper No. 10 



Application/Control Number: 09/406,832 Page 2 

Art Unit: 1743 

Allowable Subject Matter 



1 . Claims 5-20 are allowed. 



2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ALEX NOGUEROLA whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
5686. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, JILL WARDEN can be reached on (703) 308-4037. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 308-7719 for regular 
communications and (703) 305-5433 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-1 193. 



Alex Noguerola 
September 23, 2001 



